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REPLY 
HW TO THE 
Abſolution of a PENITENT, 


According to the 


Directions of the Church of England, &c. 


my Detence-no farther : But this Author appearing of a 
1gher Claſs than ſome of the reſt, I ſhall pay him the Civilit 
of an Anſwer. 1 - this Deredtor of Abſolutions was reſol- 

1 


| I Once thought to diſengage from this Diſpute, and purſue 


ved to diſtin himſelf,- and promiſe ſomething more than 
ordinary, at his firſt ſetting out : What elſe could make him 
'clap Mr. Crenbarz 10 his Title-page, with Sir H/illiam Perkins, 
and Sir fobn Friend, and then point itall againſt Mr, Collier ? 
I would gladly know how Mr. Collzer is concern'd with Mr. 
Crenburn, unleſs it is becauſe he never ſaw him; and was for- 
ced to abſcond, ſome Weeks before the other was Executed ? 
Pm confident theſe are ſome of the Director's moiſt plau- 
ſible Reaſons for placing Mr. Cranbur# to my Account. 
And therefore -he never fo ruch-as mentions his Name in a- 
ny part of his Paper, What then could be the fancy of Gar- 
niſhing his Tie with Mr. Cra»barz ? Truly the Reaſon is * 
pretty obvious. We ateto obſerve _—_ that Mr. _ 
J when 


; Fe yi | if 
when he ſuffer'd, left ſome Di/obliging Sentences behind him+. 
Now the common People who don't uſe to carry. much Chro- 
nology in their Head, by ſeeing him joyned in Prizt with the 
Executions of Sir Will. Perkins and Sir bn Frienqg, would be 
apt to cenclude that they all three died together, -or at leaſt - 
were Abſotved by the ſame Perſons: And then according tothe 
Logick, and Charity of ſome People, it would vrobably fol- 
low, thatwhatever they thaught Exceptionable in Mr. Crar- - 
burn, might be thrown upon me. 
I'm forry to ſee-Calumny ſtand thus inthe Front ofaPaper, . 
and am afraid thoſe who begin without Conſcience, will end 
without it too. The Director in the entrance upon his Sub- 
je& flics out into. ſome paſſionate, and very uncourtly Lan- 
' guage. 'The Apology he makes for*t is ſomewhat ſurprizing, 
Fe tells his Friend, Tos know my way, and therefore will, I hope, 
take the leſs Offence at the roughneſi of the Expreſſions.” (Abſolut, 
p. 2.) It ſeems Preſcription in Misbehaviour is a good Ex- 
cuſe-with ſome Men; . and an old Fault is enough'ig all confci- 
ence to juſtifie-a new one. It he keeps to his Maxim, may he 
have the credit ont. | 
This Director has the ill luck to.miſcite me at his firſt Quo- 
tation ; he makes me ſay, , My. Preſence, and Officiating at *]'y-. 
burn, has been roo hotly cenſured, &c. But, by his favour, my 
Words run thus: . My being preſent, and ix ſome meaſure officia- 
ting at the place-of Execution, has been cenſured with a great deal 
of Heat.-(Defence, p.1.) Now the. firſt way of wording the 
matter, -is. ſtiff, Pedantique, and. Diſreſpe&tful ; the .other, 
Common, and Inoffenſive. He that does not ſee the diffe» 
rence of theſe two-;Turns of. Expreſſion, has an-ill Palate for 
Senſe :. And he that does ſee*t,and miſquotes the worſt, muſt 
lie under a harder Imputation, 'The Direftor- has fallen into 
this M:ſtake more .than once, as may-be ſeen by comparing 
Page 6. line 14,..ant P.8. 4. 26, 27, of :his Paper, with P.4. 
{. 17, 18; and P.5.1, 26, ©, of my Defence. -- Andwhere- 
ever hus Memory fails him, *tis always for ſome unlucky Pure 
[e or other : ”Fis.either. to ridicule the Expreſſion, or wea» 
- the Argument, or provoke the Reader... And yet after. lh 
| | this 
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this Gentleman has the Reſolution to complain of Shiftins and 


Di#ſengennity ! And why am I charged with Shifting, &c? (P. 
by For this wiſe ou. Ang Becauſe I kefendea myſelf eh 
Queries, and did not think fit to expoſe my CondudRt, or fail in 
my Duty. 'The Director 'may pleale ro take notice that the 
Queſtions were-uſed to put the Objectors upon the Proot ; to 
prevent breaking into the Corfeſ/ion, and atting againlt the 
Canon, Were a Manneverſo well prepared, he 1s not bound 
to inform againſt himſelf, to declare away his own-Satety, or 
violate his Conſcience. If nothing but the Knowledge of for- 
bidden things will ſerve the turn, Curioſity muſt be ungratifi- 
ed. - When People will preſs thus unreaſonably cloſe, the way 
is to hold them at a Diftance, and Diſpute at the Arms end. 
Nothing can be more defenſible than fuch a Method, while it 
keeps'within the compaſs.of Truth. "This our -Diredor may 
call Fencing, and Evaſion if he pleaſes. But I hope *tis no harm 
to Fence againſt Aggreſſion and Deſign, and to Ewaae playing 
the Fool, or the Knave. *Tis preſum*d by the Dire@or, &c. 
That Sir William acquainted me with his being privy to the in- 
tended Aſſaſſination; and that I ought not to have given him 
Abſolution, without publick ſigns of Repentance. But how 
does the neceſhity-of ſuch a ſuppoſition appear ? ?Tis poſſible 
Sir William might keep ſome part of his Conſcience to himſelf, 
The plainneſs of a Caſe, or the nicenefs of Diſcovery, ma 

ſometimes lead Perſons towards fuch a Reſerve. Our Church 
does not inſiſt upon particularities, nor make the entireneſs of 
Confeſſion neceſſary to Abſolution. She Abſolves upon gene- 
ral Repentance at the daily Confeſſion : And in the Rubrick of 
the Viſitation of the Sick, the Miniſter is directed to Examine 
the Sick Perſon, whether he repents him truly of his Sins : But 
the Rubrick does not ſay, the Enquiry mult reach into every 
ſingle Circumſtance and Miſcarriage ; and the. Pexztext be 0- 
bliged to lay his whole Memory before him. If we will collect 
the ſence of the Chutch from her praGtiſe both at the Sacra- 
ment, and daily Confefſion, a general Declaration of Repen- 
tance ſeems fufficient. And may not fuch Conſiderations as 
theſe perſwade a Penirent, That *tis lawful for him to _ 
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a& part of his Repentance between God and his own Soul; e--. 


ſpecially if we refleft on the natural averfion there ts in Man-. 
kind, to diſcover their Failings ?- 


If *tis objeted, That *ti very improbable Sir William ſhould: 


conceal that from me, which he confeſſed to the Committee. To 
this I Anſwer : That Artificial Queſtions, and Surprize, ſome- 
times extort Confeſſions, which would not have come of their 
own accord. I don'tſay any thing of this happen*d, but the 
poſſibility of it is enough for my purpoſe... Farther : ?Tis poſ- 
fible Sir William might be ſtraiten'd in point of time. T had 


| ſcarcely two Days of private Converſation with him: He ve- 


ry much deſired this freedom might. have. been longer conti- 
nued, but it was not thought convenient. Now might not the 
Examination of private Life, the Interruptions of Compa- 
ay, and the. Buſineſs of Devotion, employ the- Viſits of a Day 
or two ? Fhe Prieſt is not tyed to any ſtated' Method, or Or- 
der of Queſtions ; but may begin and proceed, at what Heads 
of Confeffion he pleaſes : Might not therefore the publick part 
be refer*d to a farther opportunity, ſince the Exegution was at 
a diſtance, and neither of us under any Apprehenſions of the 
Denial of Privacy ?-If theſc unexpeRed Reſtraints prevented 
him in ſpeaking his Mind at length, I defire the blame may 
not lie at my Door... If *tis urged, that where there is ground 
to ſuſpe&t a Confeſſion impertect, Abſolution ſhould be retu- 
{ed. I Anſwer ;.'Fhat if the uſual Liberties of Acceſs had- 
been unreſtrained, there had been ſome colour 1n the Objecti- 
on; but whenthe Penitent 1s bar*d the advantage of Privacy, 
deny*d the Converſation of the Prieſt, and wants leizure to lay 
the whole of his Practiſe before him, the caſe is otherwiſe, 
No Man ought to ſuffer for unavoidable Accidents, tor things 
which were utterly out of lus Power to-prevent.. It a. Perſon 
gives lair Indication of Sincerity, and Chriſtian 'Pemper, if 
there appea's a hearty regret. for. what has been done: amiſs, 


aud le repents as far as he diſcovers; why ſhould the inter-- 


ruptions of. Force,and the involuntary De ects of a Contellion,, 
deprive. him- of rhe Benefit of Abſolution ? In ſuch Circum- 
ances, L defire to know whether the Prielt is not bound to goz 

upor 
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Prefumptions of Charity, and'to reafon from therepis - 
lariey of Behaviour 3 to conclude that the Peatnasriad 
compleated his Repentance by himſelf, and confelgd” that to 
God, which he could not do to.his Minifter ? Whar fault ean 
the Diredor find in ſuch Proceedings as this ? If he would 
know whether theſe Probabikties I have mentioned, were mat- 
ters of Fat; I ask his excuſe: F am not obliged to anſwer 
that Queſtion. The likelyhood, or poſſibility of things comes 
up to my point. For from thence he muft grant, *tis by no 
means certain, that there was-either Negligence in my+- En- 
quiry, or over-indulgencein the Abſolution. And then with 
tubmiſſion, why ſhould a Man fall under. Severities at all Ad- 
ventures? Why ſhould the Punifhment be certain, where the 
Fault isnot ſo? Are the Intereſts of Liberty and Fortune to 
lie at the-Mercy of Suppofitions, and be over-ruled by Con- 
jecture and Surmiſe ? Beſides, the ſuppoſed mifmanagement 
15 never to be made out, ' If there was Fruth, there-can-be 
no Evidence, without which ris ſomewhar hard to puniſh. 
The Matter paſſed only between Sir William and- my elf, 
From him there can be no Account, neither is there any reaforr 
to expect it from me. He thar eurns' Informer againſt- him 
{elf, has a very ſlender ſhare of Diſcretion,” Beſides, if F were 
never ſo well furnifÞd and enclined for fuch a Proſccation, the 
Canon would ſtop it. (Cap. 113.) This the Diretfor calls mia- 
king Black, White, (p.5.) and gives us a great deal of Flourtſh 
and Declamation about it, But by the way; I think making 
Black, White, is a better 'natur'd Undertakmg, than the con- 
trary, at which this Director ſeems to have no ordinary Ta- 
lent, However, I ſhal} prove againtt this Gentleman that F 
have repreſented the Matter 1n its natural Complexion, and 
made uſeof no Varmth or falſe Colouring. This will appear 
by inſpecting the Canoz; in which tis pohtively decreed, That 
if any Man confeſs his feeret Sins to the Miniſter, We'ſtrait- + 
ly Charge and Admoniſh Hi. that he do not at any time reveal, 
and make known to any the Crime committed to his Secrecy, nnaer 
pain of Irreghlarity:E xcept they be of ſuch'Crimes as by the Laws of 
abs Land his own Life may be queſtion'd for concealing ; or as the 

' Latin» 


—— 


Latin has-it, of which the Concealment is -a Capital Offence; 
Cancanys: i 251 | 5126 gn! 
. That this Canos isfull for the point I cited.it, I ſhall make 
good by removing two Objections, 


Firſt, It-may be objeted, That Sir William's being privy to 
the intended Aſſaſſination was no Secret. 

Secondly, That the Life of the Prie#t may be queſtiow'd for | 
concealing. a Deſign of this Nature, end by conſequence the Cafe 
falls under the Exception of the Canon. 


That Sir William's being privy to the Aſſaſſination . was no 
Secret, may be pretended, 


Firſt, Becauſe this: Charge was Sworn againſt him at his 
Tryal.: ; And, vl 
Secondly, Becauſe he owned it in his laſt Paper. To the 


Firſt, anſwer, That tho I intend not to object agamſt the 
Witnef,, yet I muſt fay in-general, That.to infer.the truth of 
the. Fa#, from the; Oaths of the-Evidence, 15 no good reaſon- 
ing. 1 grantwhere other Circumſtances are unexceptiona ble, 
the Legality of. the Sentence may be concluded from thence-: 
But to ſitive any further, is to argue from a falſe Priuci- 
ple. As w as Men have DefeQs in their Memortes, and Ir- 
regularities in their Wills, there is no depending upon their 
Infallibility. :I defire-not to be underſtood in a Gore of Re- 
ference and Refle&ion. However, it ſeems Sir Willzam con- 
ceiv'd himſelf miſreported with relation to the Commiſion. 
This Commiſſion the Witnefſf lays a ſingular ſtreſs upon, points 
it upon Perſon and Deſign, and ſwears it in proot of the Af- 
fafſination. On the other hand ; Sir William's Paper owns no 
more than a general Authority to make War, without any par- 
ticular, extraordinary Application. 'T hus I have related this 
matter of Fat, without interpoling my Opinion. 


Sccondly, 


— 


7 
'  Secohdly, If: home Swearing is a ſufficient of the re. 
ality of things,to what purpoſe 1s the. Pr:ſoner allowed to goon 
in his Plea of not Guilty, to defend himſelf, and weaken the 
Creditoh a'FTeltimony/?;:11 91809000 TER 


But Sir Willzeam own'd his being privy to the intended 4/- 
Jaſſination in his Paper. Hedid 10. And for all that it mighs 
be a great Secret before, The Paper was not publick till af- 
ter the. Execution ; and then the Abſolution was over. . In: a 
word, *Tis ridiculous to makeany Inferences from .the-Paper 
upon me, unleſs they can prove me pre-acquainted with it. 
 Secondly,. It may be objeted, T7 hat the Life of the Prie#t 
way be queſtion'd, for concealing the intended Alſaſſination, and 
by conſequence the Caſe falls under the Exception of the Canon. 
This is the Opinion of the Dzre&or, who after he has quoted 
the Caxo,, puts this triumphant Queſtion to his Friend : What 
can any one ſee here, thar ſhould compel Mr, Collier to conceal 
what Sir William confefſ*d to him of the Aſſaſſination? Ih an- 
{wer to this Queſtion, tho I don't. ſay, Sir William confelsd - 
the Aſſa/ination.to me, yet for the Diredor's ſatisfattion,..I 
{ball give him all the liberty imaginable. . And fince S»ppoſs, 
tions neither aihrm nor deny any thing, I ſhall go upon the 
largeſt, and the Dure&or.may make his Advantage. . 


Put the Caſe therefore, that a Perſon Condemn*d ſhould 
own to his Confeſſor, that he had been privy to a Deſign of 


\, Aſaſſinating the King, and had his ſhare- in. the Concert : 
Granting this, I fay, the Prie{Ps Life cannot be queſtion'd for 


concealing the matter ; and if not, the Cao obliges him to 
Secrecy, This I ſhall prove from the Reaſons following. 


Firſt, Becauſe the bare Concealment of Treaſon, -without 
any thing, of Engagement, or Conſent, is not. always Treas 
fon* . Elpecially if the Acknowledgment implies only a pai# 
Reſolution, and notany intention for the time #0 come, For 
the purpoſe. If a Man tells me, That he ence was in a Des» 
ſign to kill the King :-In ſuch a caſe the onuſſion of a Diſcove+ 


ry. 
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| > noopeeg to rmagper moſt than Msfpriſion of Treafon,-and 


may be punifh'd ar pleaſure. 


from ſuch-a' Concealment. An 
' broken, and m6it of the Perſons concern'd either Executed, 


Tits. Hetells us very entertamingly, That he who falls under 


wei 
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. Co 


che Forfeiture reaches no higher than Liberty, and 
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Secondly, There are ſeveral Circumftancespeculfr toa con« 
demn'd Perſon, which alter the common Caſe. For 

1ſt, 'There 1s no danger that the Pexitexr will diſcover his 
own Confeſſion, neither if he ſhould, 1s he a legal Wernefi 
without a Pardon: And this Favour he is in no: likelihood of 


- receiving-6nly for the Merit of being Falle to his Confeſlor. 


But notto infiſt epor-this, Targue, ' ” | 

Thirdly, 'T hat the T:aw is founded pon Reaſon, and there- 
fore. no Puniſhment'ought to. be ftretched beyond the reaſon 
of the Caſe, and the ckar Intention of the Legillarors. Now 
the reaſon why the Concealing a Practice which 1s Treaſon 


 inthe'Deſign, is made Criminal, is becauſe' by ſachConceal- 


ment, the'Guilty Perſon may beleft in a Condition either to 
execute the Deſign, or eſcape being punitl?d. * But neither of 
theſe Inconvemences can happen from a condemr*d Perſon. 


Such a one is difabled -from finiſhing his Deſign, though his 


Inclinations ſhould continue : And being under ReRtraint, he 


- | So'that nothing either. of than Er or impunity can follow 
7 when a Plot 1s perfealy 


or in Pri/o#, the reaſons for diſcovering ſuch a Conteſſion, 


fink ſtill lower if *tis poſſible. 


' Thus T haveargued from the largeſt Grounds, and Suppo- 
fitions, and 'tnadeit evident that the Caron did not oblige me 
to reveal the Aﬀafhnarion-part of the Corfoſion, provided T 
had been acquainted with any ſuch Thing.. And as I obſer= 
ved in my Second Paper,what the Can9n does not oblige me to 
Diſtover,.it'6blives'me not'to Diſcover. And if T was bound 
rpto Sitfice in this point, T defire to know-which way I could 
publickly'/prefs Sir H/;liam' ty an Acknowledgement, without 


Hhying- open"the'Serree, and breaking the Cano ? - ?Tis true 


fuch a Violation feems to fit Tightly upon. the Dzre#for's Spt + 


that 


T's F 
that Curſe; 6 for tver  uncapeble_ of giving. any more-Als 
ſolarians; (Ablolut. p. 6.). orb gain 4 
Courage. I dare not ſay an \ that-logks. ike Burlel-- 
quingthe Autharity-of- a Chnchs on Dealling:upon the 
ower.of the'Keys; believe. the Cherth 2 nigre Noble 
Society 'than the 0 State. :. that her Original is as Divine, her 
Commiſhan as. Unqueſtioned, her Powers as Significant, 
and, the Ends of hon Inſtitution more-Important.:. 1 ſay 
more. Important, as much as Times outkkretched. by 'Eter- 
nity, and Heaven-is better-than an\Eltaze, and Hell 3 4 more 
dreadful! than. the Gallows.. ::For theſe. Reaſons 1 ſhall al - 
s defire to havea great Regard for Eccleſiaſtical Laws, 
_ the Orders. of my Spiritual Superiours. Beſides,- the 
Canons are -Ratified: by the King, and can't be. broken with» 
out, inſulting the Civil, as well as the Szcxed. Authority, 
However, the Director thinks is : Jomewhat exeraordinary, that 
a Man who ſtood Sentenced. as 4 Contriver of the moit Barba- 
rows and Ungenerous Deſign, &C. ſbould receive ſp eaſie and 
Jo glorious an Abſolation !. (p.. 2.) 1 have aiready.given him 
i fcalog why.the. Abſolution.was {0 Glorjousas.he calls it, 
( Fir. Defenc p--2.); Therefore if he. pleaſes he, may; Ex- - 
poſtulate upon this Head with ſome Body:elſe,-. And as-for 
the the Exſiaeft of the Abſolution, how-comes he.to kriow that ? | 
No Perſon ought to accuſe without Cextainty :--That is the 
loweſt, requiſite; . Well | He gueſfes at it- becauſe there was 
no publick Abhorrence. of the Intention, &c.... This Direttor 
{ure-has not ſeen the Report of the Canimizree, Apr. 2d. The 
not minding of which, he charges as a great omiſſfionupon 
IS Ebel vcoh thar Day Ds a [That Eo Joy Z CON» 
'd him wy. tothe iaten HleFraienan t [2 
tip as. 4 Tiny mt 45 be 9p rev it. I hope: the. Ms Sit | 
not diſpute. the, Teſtim Lit of the en uk And. if not, 
the. xwo. main. 1 Articles of.: his, -Chargs muſt :be.. drop?d. 


For,, 


Firſt 'F tas; lies Ropomance,. as tothe AF 
T nLanhg For. onimp LO thanks. beis.in aan | 


-Afdlinpory this I -a8ed; How T 'could 


6 a | 


-6f coufſe; if he's inrarneſt, T Ry he mult 


' ED Arlen; and fuch People don'tuſe ro 
prefitor Dovines to Viiit them." 


" See6naly; Here is publick Ri itative t00; 'and7 
ſuch-4 6ne'as the" Direfor will-net be ſo hardy! as * Thipole 
againſt, -Wilthe Gy the Committee to repreſent the Com- 
ons, o8.the Commons the Kingdom ? If not, which way 
could an Acknowledgifient be Bade more publick, -or con: - 
4"with' better Advantage? ' Is Confeſli6n"good to 
ere but at, the place &f Etreurion ?'Ler him produce any 
Jabge Chutehtor State for ſuch an Aﬀertion:: ' If he can- 
not; - the Objeftion is'artanend, unleſs he ptefers the Au- 
thority of the Crowd; "to / 'thar 6f" Sr. Stephen's Chappel. 
If the Dire##or teplys, That "what Sit William owwd tothe 


 Comwmiltres, caixdo the nb Yervice, becauſe' 7 'tmdervour' tg 


eſexr 7 "ſelf Tprioratnus, as he . decently" expreſſes it. 

(2 ag. 7.) My Antwer ofice more 1s, That this '1s conclu- 
ding to0 faſt.” -F grant T did fay, in my firftDefence, That 
JF Mp [aw $5 WHliam after hu / Examination, rH Friday 
Noor"; tior the Votes tit mintiontd #t; tl after this Time: 
ſrow what Sir 1/2 

Ii hind confels'd ? And what of all this ? The direct AF 


- Hfmarions arch3l Ttuth:: And for the "% ueſtion, it can be 


no- on, foritaſſerts norhing jons dory' al- 
whxioiply deretthined ence. ey are ſometimes put 
any | ones uiſitivencſs, i ek an tinreaſorable 
—_— Tho 78d tot ee-'Sit Willars after his Ex4- 
#7469, the tinte he Suffer "d, yet thete are other ways 


of of Tontidrlcation, beſides Viſiting: /7 never affirnd 1 


or Meffage, 


hadtto CE mee with Hitti by Letter: 
wt anding ahy 


ir fy Cree tofee him: Sothit\h 


Vi i apa pets, Sit 1PH0;4 night acquaint "re" wit 


Bethe Hilrd ark the Conmbiihe ; he rhigghr'te- 
peat the regret he had there acknowledg ed, and receive 


Abſolution upon that Score. . *. m1 n. Fm 
Abs  cho-ieFok £60n mig  poren ch 
1a tibthitg* IMy Oficed * A es my 


' ther does my Defence require it, But Sir William made #0 
Reparation 1n one reſpeQ, but what he was forced ro; which . 
made ' up his Reſignation, and compleated his Penitence. 

{ Abſolut.P.5,) Divinely ſaid! This Man ſeems to re- 
+lifh an Execation — what elſe could make him in- 
ſult the laſt Misfortunes of Gentlemen, and play upon the 
Agonies of the Dying ? Theſe are Exceſſes of Chari ; 

"and admirable ſtroaks of Humanity and good Nature ! 

s His faying that 1 Abſolved both without, and againit Au- 
thority, ( Pag. 8.) is like the reſt. To-argue upon the 
Direfor's Principles. I defire to know, Wherher the 
Priefthood is not a ſufficient Authority for Abſolution ? 
- Had the Apoſtles their. Power of Binding and Looſing, from 

| «the Civil-Eſtabliſhment? If not, where lies the Neceflity | 

-of je te mrrrveed} If the Church is not ſas juris in mat- «i 

| ters purely Spiritual, and Independent in the Exerciſe of 

the Keys, Chriſtianity lies at the Mercy of the State, and 

-may be extinguiſh'd at | Call bu theſe Diret#:- 

ons according to the Church of En ? God forbid! This 
Divinity comes from Seldgx, or Ersftws, or elſe from Hobbs's' 

- Leviathan; and makes Religion look like a Court-invenz 

tion, and a Politique Deſign. | 


And now at parting ſhould call the Dire&or to an ac- 
| 7 -count for his ill Conan, 668 rorurn. Raw HARON But 
T hope I have learned Religion to better purpoſe; and be- 
4 Tides, T ſcorn the Meanneſs of fuch a Conteft. - © 
' In ſhort, " the COR _ it he Ede of while to 
Miſreport, and Inflame, and Sharpen the of Severity, 
I ſhall never envy him the Advantage, but heartily will 
| -him a better Employment. 


| May _ _ F. C. 


FINIS. 


